Gastrointestinal bleeding associated with myocardial infarction.
Gastrointestinal (GI) bleeding associated with myocardial infarcation (MI) often presents as a distinct syndrome that differs from either disease alone. MI is frequently overlooked in the setting of severe GI bleeding because the symptoms and signs of MI are frequently overshadowed by the severe bleeding. GI bleeding, particularly when massive, may precipitate MI from hypovolemia, hemodynamic compromise, and myocardial hypoperfusion. Esophagogastroduodenoscopy is safe in relatively clinically stable patients after MI and is indicated to evaluate significant upper GI bleeding.